
Jr. Spectacular to open Thursday 


By Susie Mattler 

Keeping with a 32 year old tradi¬ 
tion, Junior Spectacular will be pre¬ 
sented on February 25,26 and 27 in 
the NC auditorium. 

Each act, which is not to excceed 
60 members, must be made up of 
85% juniors. The presentation of 
each act should be limited to 20 
minutes. 

The basic idea is for the act to be 
written, produced and presented 
entirely by the students, with the 
only help coming from a faculty 
advisor who is chosen by each act 
after cuts. 

Presented in the following order, 
this year’s acts are “The Times of 
Our Lives”, “Primitively Speak¬ 


ing”, “Satan Says” and “Taking It 
For Granite”. 

“The Times of Our Lives”, written 
by Sean Halloway and David Gip¬ 
son, is the story of a band wishing to 
go back in time to achieve success. 
Dingo (David Gipson) has made a 
time machine for the band, Gorge 
(Lome Zieloskowski), Jude (Chris 
Muckeridge), Saul (Shane Cohen) 
and Wahn (Sean Hallo way) to travel 
back in. However, the band gets 
stuck in the Land of Limbo where 
they meet up with Mama Time (Beth 
Rugh) who offers to be their man¬ 
ager. They do not know how they 
are going to get out of the Land of 
Limbo. 


“Primitively Speaking”, which 
was written by Caroline Coons, 
Megan Pendergast and Jim 
Calhoun, is the story of the cave 
people. FatherTimedecided that the 
cave people needed a problem so he 
sent them the Grinches. To help 
them cope with the Grinches, Father 
Time sends Bart (Mike Senn) and 
James (Marc Quigley). The Queen 
Grinch (Jennifer Gray) causes a lot 
of trouble for cave people such as 
Jane (Kelli Shrewsbury) and Lola 
(Greta Krueger). 

Written by David Wu, Chip 
Neidigh and Shelly Goldstone, 
“Satan Says” shows the life of 
Wendell Corkin (Dan Valliere), the 


victim of a bet between God (Joe 
Mishkin) and Satan (Jeremy Kop- 
pel). Satan proposed that he could 
get Wendell to hate God by putting 
him through a “living hell”. First 
Satan posesses Wendell’s boss and 
gets him fired and then as the result 
of a trial charging Wendell with 
conspiracy with the devil and witch¬ 
craft, he is sent to jail, where he is 
plagued by the evil sheriff (Colin 
Forsyth). 

The final act, “Taking It For Gran¬ 
ite”, is written by Marin Venturi, 
Jeremy Glowacki, and Andy Cobb. 
The leader of Rock City, Silas (Andy 
Cobb ), is going to hand down the 
city to his daughter Phoebe 


(Suzanne Lavelle). Phoebe is sup¬ 
posed to marry the strongest man in 
the city who is Bronto (Jeremy 
Goldstein), but when Rex (John 
Sweeney) comes to the city Phoebe 
falls in love with him and does not 
know what to do. 

Tickets for Spec go on sale Febru¬ 
ary 22 during all lunch periods in the 
cafeteria ticket booth. On February 
25 there are no reserved seats but on 
the February 26 and 27 seating is 
reserved. Following a 20 minute 
break after Saturday’s show, awards 
will be announced. 


NC music students advance 
to state competition 



Senior Mark Fleig accepts his Prelude Award from Peter V. Sterling, 
executive director of The Children’s Museum. 


NC student wins 
Prelude Award 


By Ann Banta 

Students who earned a superior 
rating in Division I of the District 
Solo and Ensemble Music Contest 
will compete at the state level this 
month. 

The piano and vocal portion will 
take place tomorrow at Southport 
High School. Instumental competi¬ 
tion will be held Feb. 27 at Perry 

TN BR IFF ^ 

Fri., Feb. 26 is the last day to 
drop a class without grade pen¬ 
alty. 

There will be no school on Fri., 
Mar. 4, In-Service Day for Staff. 

Registration at NC for the Ad¬ 
vanced Plscement Tests to be 
given in May is Mar. 14-25.. 

Seniors will order caps and 
gowns Mar. 9 and 10. 

There will be a mixer this eve¬ 
ning from 9:30-11 pm sponsored 
byJROTC. 

Jr. Spec. 1988 will be held 
Thurs., Feb. 25 at 4:00 and Fri., 
and Sat., Feb. 26 and 27 at 7:30 
pm in the auditorium. Good luck 



Meridian High School. 

Judges award a superior rating to 
musicians showing mastery in sev¬ 
eral areas such as rythm, tone and 
intonation. For those playing in the 
highest level, Division I, a superior 
rating advances them to the state¬ 
wide competition. 

This year 43 of North Central’s 58 
Division I soloists will move on to 
the 

state level. All six of the ensemble 
groups competing at the district 


level in Division I earned a place in 
the state contest. 

Band director, Sammuel 
Rhinesmith, noted that North Cen¬ 
tral did very well this year as in past 
years. In addition, Rhinesmith 
stated that the number of perfect 
scores was higher than usual. 

The Indiana State School Music 
Association sponsors this contest. 
Most students spend a minimum of 
four months preparing their contest 
pieces. 


By Tina Poulos 

Twenty-three students were cho¬ 
sen on January 9 to be Prelude 
Awards finalists. The Prelude 
Awards competition is a performing 
arts event sponsored by The 
Children’s Museum and the Penrod 
Society. 

Scholarship money was awarded 
to a student in each of the following 
categories: visual arts, theater, lit¬ 
erature, dance, vocal ,usic, and in¬ 
strumental music. The finalists from 
North Central were, in visual arts, 
junior, Kris Cerola; in literature, 
senior, Eric Pfeffinger; in theater, 
senior, Mark Fleig; in instrumental 
music, sophomore, Derek Reeves. 


Five finalists received $1,000 s 
cholarships. The artist judged to 
possess the most talent received a 
$5,000 scholarship. 

The high schools of the six recipi¬ 
ents each received $500 cultural 
enrichment grants. The winners 
were announced at a dinner at the 
Circle Hilton on the evening of Janu¬ 
ary 30. From North Central Mark 
Fleig won in the category of theater. 

The Prelude Awards are sup¬ 
ported by grants from Forum Group 
Inc. and Lilly Endowment Inc. 

The twenty-three finalists will be 
asked to attend the 1988 Prelude 
Awards Academy in June for five 
days of workshops. 
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Editorial 


Motivation 


By Bridget Graham 

Some serious accusations have been leveled against the students of North 
Central High School. Some say that the students have changed, that they 
aren’t as dedicated as they used to be, or worse yet, that they are apathetic. 
Others find fault with student dedication to the all-hallowed GPA. So 
which is it? Which of these ills is causing the “downfall” of education in 
our school? 

The answer has to be “All of them, but none of them.” It’s never been 
easy or wise to lump 3600 individuals into one broad category, and the same 
applies to categorizing their attitudes. Each of these accusations is rooted 
in fact, yet none of them is the whole truth. Some students are apathetic, 
some are overly grade-concious. Few indeed value education as an end 
unto itself. People offer contrasting explanations for students failure to 
love education for its own sake. 

One popular explanation is to simply say that students are apathetic. They 
have no intellectual curiosity, no burning desire to learn. There is a segment 
of the NC population who turn off their brains as they enter the school and 
don’t think again until three o’clock. These are the students who are failing 
half of their classes, and that does not necessarily have anything to do with 
their intelligence. Assistant Principal Billy Walker offers an explanation 
for this phenomenon. “You can’tleam when you are sick. There are a lot 
of kids at this school who are too sick to be here, whether it’s because of 
problem, drugs, or whatever.” 

Not all kids are apathetic, however. Some are only too eager to get 
straight A’s. They are completely absorbed in making the grade, with little 
or no regard for the intrinsic value of the education they receive. Some¬ 
where along the line, they get the idea that good grades mean a good college, 
a good college means a good job, a good job means a good income, and a 
good income guarantees “the good life.” Who can blame them for perhaps 
cutting a few comers to maintain their grade point average? As Dr. Jan 
Guffin, chairman of the English department, points outfit’s very difficult 
for the average person to accept the sacrifice and dedication it takes to be 
highly academic. I’m very sympathetic to these kids.” 

One wonders who is criticizing these students. After all, he who is not 
guilty should cast the first stone. The students reflect the values of then- 
parents, and in turn the values of the changing society. The differing 
attitudes of students towards school are not isolated trends, but indicators 
of societal attitudes. As such, can any of the leveled accusations be valid? 


The Northern Lights 

The Northern Lights is published bi-weekly by the students of North 
Central High School, 1801 East 86th Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46240. 
Printing is done by the students of the J. Everett Light Career Center printing 
courses. The Northern Lights is a member of the Indian High School Press 
Association and Quill and Scroll. 

Editor-in-Chief.Andrew Libby 

Managing Editor.Mike Mattler 

News Editor.Marla Burt 

Editorial Editor.David Leonard 

Feature Editor.Julie Bradford 

Insights Editor.Paul Matthew Yonover 

Sports Editor.Andrew Cupp 

Back Page Co-Editors.Caroline Coons 

.Rebecca Rahe 

New Bureau Editor.Valerie Clark 

Cartoonist.Eric R. Pfeffinger 

.Chris Nimz 

Faculty Advisor.Mr. Rod Cord 

Staff - Ann Banta, Steve Campbell, Brad Evans, Jason Fruits, Laura Gal¬ 
loway, Bridget Graham, Brett Henry, Paul Jaskunas, Tanya Marsh, Susan 
Mattler, Erin Newton, Gail Paik, Joel Andrew Palmer, Christina Paulos, 
Christian Ruch, Linda Zynger 

Photographers - Andrea Jones, Hal Rodenberg, John Keenan 



Pro censorship 


Dear Editors, 

The treatment of the recent Su¬ 
preme Court decision (Kulhmeir 
(sic) vs Hazelwood) by The North¬ 
ern Lights showed extreme bias. 
The Court’s decision confirmed fi¬ 
nal editorial control of student news¬ 
papers by the school administration. 
In covering this issue The Northern 
Lights broke with its recently estab¬ 
lished tradition of presenting both 
sides of an issue. Instead, it pre¬ 
sented two editorials denouncing 
this decision and none in its favor. 

The two editorials - to call the first 
of these a news article rather than 
and editorial would be a joke - 
demonstrate idealistic students los¬ 
ing touch with reality, distorting and 
omitting information to support 


their foolish ideas. For example, the 
first editorial states that students and 
teachers now “shed” their freedom 
of speech or expression upon enter¬ 
ing the school as a result of this 
decision, this is not the case. 

There seems to be a basic miscon¬ 
ception. The issue is not one of 
freedom of press, but of the rights 
inherent to property. The school 
owns the newspaper! to deny them 
the right to control its contents is to 
infringe upon what is legally theirs. 

In conclusion, it is obvious that no 
freedoms have been taken from stu¬ 
dents, except the right to rob the 
school blind. In the case of The 
NorthernLights North Central is the 
owner of the paper. Rupert Murdoch 
, as owner of The New York Post, has 


the final say as to what is printed in 
The New York Post (whether Ed¬ 
ward Kennedy likes it or not). 
Anyone who so desires, may publish 
his/her own paper, and as publisher, 
would have the final say over what is 
printed. For the staff of The North¬ 
ern Lights it is a shame that they 
have either not realized, or chosen to 
ignore these facts. Their reaction 
shows splendid emotion divorced 
from fact. 

Respectfully, 

Mark Muller 


Does NC need campus police? 



“Oh, definitely. After 
losing three Alpines out 
of my ’88 Porsche, I 
think Barney and Co. are 
an absolute necessity.” 

Greg Akers, junior 


“Heck no! We would 
have been caught taking 
those three Alpines from 
that geek.” 


a 


ason Little and Mike 
urdock, seniors 


“I think that security is 
necessary, but it should 
be relaxed enough so that 
ou don’t get accused for 
eing an innocent.” 
SarahBurns, 
sophomore 
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Feature 


Writing on the walls 

By Erin Newton 


Graffiti, in its numerous forms, has been a part of North Central history since the early ’60s. Like the vast 
corridors of our school, a great many walls throughout the city have been the canvases on which hundreds 
of high school students have expressed themselves. Those countless masterpieces, such as the ones adorn¬ 
ing the Spring Mill Wall, are still on display for those interested passers-by. 

Since such artistic exercises are frowned upon by school officials, most of the work is done secretly. But 
what if our budding young artists were given the chance to bedeck NC’s hallowed walls? As long as the works 
were to portray some aspect of student life, what kind of things would we paint? 


“Tarty every night to avoid the 
weekend rush!’” 

Steve Oreste, senior 


“‘LIFE: the only race you don’t 
want to finish first’” 

Shaina Ettinger, freshman 


‘“If ignorance is bliss, then educa¬ 
tion is hell.’” 
a very witty junior 


“‘You can be whatever you want as 
long as you try and you don’t let 
anybody get in your way.’” 

Barnie Doe, senior 


“I would sign * my name; put my 
basketball number, 31; and just start 
spraying...” 

Jennifer Rizzo, freshman 


“‘Wash me.’” 

Joe Mishkin, junior 


“‘Why be normal?”’ 

Matt Kaiser, sophomore 


“Ignorance is the shield of righteous 
man.” 

Kyle P. Stanford, senior 

“All the world’s a stage and we all 
want to be the star.” 

Megan Query, senior 



Student Focus 


By Linda Zynger 
Linda Goldberg, freshman 

What is the most important qual¬ 
ity in a friend? 

Trust and honesty. My friends need 
to be able to keep a secret. Besides 
that, a nice personality: someone I 
can talk to and have fun with. 


Why do you value relationships 
with your friends so much? 

My friends are always able to cheer 
me up, they make me laugh. Also, 
my friends are so supportive of me; 
I can always count on them to be 
there for me. 



What do your future plans in¬ 
clude? 

I would like to attend college and 
major in psychiatry. I would like to 
help people when they are in trouble, 
just as others have helped me 
through hard times. 


Who do you admire and why? 

It is important to me what people 
think about me and I don’t want 
anyone to think I’m a snob. I only 
wish that I could be a little more 
outgoing, and be able to talk to 
people easily, the way my cousin, 
Michelle Nelson does, I really ad¬ 
mire her. 


Who is the most important person 
in your life? 

At this time, I do not really have one. 
I used to, he was so special to me and 
we were very close. He was a 
boyfriend, a friend, and a brother to 
me. I trusted him more than anyone 
else. 



T: It’s more than a variety show. 

S: It’s more than a tradition. 

T: It’s more than just an extracurricular institution. 

S: It’s a way of life. 

T: Hi, I’m Travis, and you’re not. 

S: Hey, I’m Seymour. As the whole school is aware. Junior Spectacular is 
upon us again. And for all you nerve-racked, paranoid, wigged - out writers 
and SPEC’ies here are some helpful hints and observations. 

T: In other words,... NO MERCY!!! 

S: Of course we can only base our observations on “cuts,” but it gives us 
a pretty good idea of what to expect. 

T: Firstly there’s The Time of Our Lives . It’s a new twist on the the classic 
time machine idea. The musical number, in spite of its great length, powered 
through the audience. 

S: Although the jokes were few and far between, the possiblities for one wild 
and wooley show look promising. 

T: That’s a pretty good summation. Shall we go on? 

S: O.K. Onto the second act, Primitively Speaking . The funniest joke in 
this act wasn ’ t even spoken; It was the pratfall that one of the actors took after 
he discovered a panacea for the cavemen’s troubles. 

T: It is almost a crime that the lines and gags that received the most response 
from the audience were borrowed from popular movies and previous Spec 
acts. Material from Ghostbusters, Poltergeist , Stripes , Pee Wee’s Big 
Adventure and others permeate this act. Despite this minor flaw, we’ll point 
out that this act has a tremendous amount of talent. Look for good things. 
S: I can describe the next act with one word,... potential. It is readily accepted 
that if an act strays from the Spec formula it is bound to be unsuccessful. 
Here’s the exception. 

T: Here we have Satan Says . A fresh idea to the Spec realm, with some 
innovative humor. 

S: Unfortunately the singing and dancing fall short. With some work these 
elements could be polished into one dazzling show. 

T: Finally we have Taking It For Granite , the second of two acts about 
cavemen. The musical selections are wonderful, and the dancing is the best 
this columnist has ever seen on the Spec stage. 

S: They need to work on their timing. There were jokes that could have had 
a better effect if they had been better delivered. 

T: It could be a close race. One never knows. Work and rehearsal are what 
makes a big difference. Here’s some advice: Don’t worry about what other 
acts are doing. Do your best, and compete against your own faults, not 
against other acts. 

S: And always use seatbelts. 

T: Stay clean... 

S: Wait a minute. I’m sick of that stupid ending. Can’t we be original? 

T: O.K. Don’t get dirty. 

S: Or do. 


Travis and Seymour will take full responsibility for the contents of this 
column, but Joel Andrew Palmer and Christian Ruch will not. 
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ETHICS TODAY: 

Are We Worse Off? 


3y PaulJaskunas 

The scandalous events of recent 
years have sent America’s thinkers. 
scrambling to a day when a golden 
set of moral truths kept our nation 
glued together. Something has 
happened to these truths. 

Two-faced politicians, corpo¬ 
rate con-jobs and promiscuous 
preachers are all symbolic of a 
shift in America’s ehtics, in the 
way we judge and answer the 
questions of our day. Many people 
believe this shift is a change for the 
worse. 

This moral melt-down is com¬ 
monly connected to a strong, indi¬ 
vidualistic sense of materialism. A 
Harvard business student once 
said, “It is difficult to say that 
human behavior is driven by an- 
yhting other than self interest.” 


Tw o-faced politi 
cians, corporate 
con -job s and 
prom iscuous 
preachers are all 
sym bolic of a 
shift in 

A m erica's eth¬ 
ic s... 


Such philosophy is conducive 
to greed and dishonesty. The pub¬ 
lic has been barraged with a string 
of bad examples of moral conduct 
from powerful positions. The in¬ 
stitutions we place our pride and 
faith in seem to have taken us on 
and ethical roller-coaster. 

Sharks on Wall Street, presi¬ 
dential candidates and even cru- 


laughed in the face of mortality. 
Scientists chum out phony research 
results, marines were suspected of 
cavorting with Soviet spies, and the 
White House secretly played trad¬ 
ing games with Iran. 

Some sociologists claim our 
nation’s ethical weakness is a reac¬ 
tion to the shortcomings of our he¬ 
roes and leaders. False job applica¬ 
tions keep employers on guard and 
plagerism riddles colleges across 
the country. A recent poll suggests 
that over half of America believes 
honesty just isn’t what it used to be. 
Advertising executive Jerry Della 
Femina assumes that immorality 
breeds immorality: “We’re con¬ 
ceived, bom, and deceived. By the 
time someone reaches age 10, he’s 
pretty cynical.” 

But there is another side to the 
argument. There are people who 
subconciously justify the faults of 
their public figures. Many perceive 
this characteristic of American so¬ 
ciety as the catalyst to such scan¬ 
dals as the Iran/Contra affair. 
“Time” magazine said this of the 
incident: “all politicians are crea¬ 




tures of the people, the Administra¬ 
tion merely ombodies the people’s 
most visible warts.” “The Closing 
of the American Mind”, a book re¬ 
cently published by philosophy 
professor Allan Bloom focuses on 
“relative” thinking- a method of 
reasoning which ignores words like 
“good” or “bad” and discourages 
ethical judgment. This frame of 
mind has become an epidemic, ac¬ 
cording to Bloom. “They unthink¬ 
ingly embrace a blind tolerance in 
which they consider it moral never 
to think they are right because that 
would mean someone else is 
wrong." _ 

KOfls Th£ Insights 
Page: is not an edito¬ 
rial page, and in all 
t airness and in accor- 
d ancd:::t01ci o |l l ;l: l ili 
nalistic practiced 
both sides,iMMIlue 
are presented. The 
#iew..ls: of' #^:pifcl:or 
I con* article are not 
necessarily the per¬ 
sonal v iew s ot the 
v riieK Ill Com ta ents 
about the page are 


By Brad Euans 

The headlines of today are overflowing with talk of scandal. It’s in the 
newspapers. It’s on the radio. Even the most casual television viewer is 
subjected to an abundance of it. It would seem to suggest a serious 
problem in the national character. 

Is this problem the aftereffect of decreasing ethics brought on by materi¬ 
alism or is the problem an old one, exaggerated by the press? 

Manuel Velasquez, director of the Center for Applied Ethics, considers 
the problem an illusion, created by the press’ tendency to report on what 
sells. “The press is a lot more vigilant today with respect to government 
activities,” says Velasquez. Had the press been as virulent and sensational¬ 
ist in the past as they are today, the history of America would seem as 
tainted with scandals as the National Enquirer. 

Current news is filled with people of questionable ethics: Oliver North, 
Ivan Boesky, Gary Hart, Robert McFarlane, Michael Deaver, the Bakkers, 
and now possibly Edwin Meese. The overall effect of these peoples’ 
actions has produced a very disconcerting feeling for the American public. 
Actions such as these should come as no surprise as they have been present 
in America ever since the idealism of our forefathers began to wear off. 

The name John F. Kennedy could very easily be substituted in place of 
the widely criticized Gary Hart, yet in the 1960’s the press wasn’t looking 
for things of this nature. Historians have pointed out that scandals have 
always been present, but only now are people searching so desperately for 
it. 

Far worse than the Iran-Contra affair was the Teapot Dome Scandal 
under the Harding administration. The government had set aside two 
undeveloped but proven oilfields. Elks Hills in California and Teapot 
Dome in Wyoming, as emergency reserves for the Navy. In 1922 it was 
discovered that the Secretary of Interior Albert Fall, was involved in the 
secret leasing of these reserves to private companies for their own exploita¬ 
tion and profit. Upon surfacing, this scandal left the people of the time 

with a very disconcerting feeling 
I regarding the ethics of those guid- 

_ - <v ing their country. 

^ ' 1T1 ^ _ Leaving a similar feeling was the 

Watergate Scandal of the ’70s. 

PASSED THE. Li This scandal involved many ti- 

I H-eST ) WtA-WPV cians, including former Presid t 

' DO moo ASK?. ,. I Richard Nixon. 

" " " " — ' How can one claim that such a 

dramatic change in ethics has oc¬ 
curred during the ’80s? Sure, the 
names have changed, but the ethics 
| have remained pretty much the 
k same. In his History of the Pe- 

J A pf -*) loponnesian War , Thucydides 

Y A)) /W&& wrote ,”in the course of human 

f J ^Ts! 1 1 things,” events would repeat them¬ 

selves, and “the future must re- 
^ semble, if not exactly, then reflect 

^ (the past).” Based on this truism, 

/ —vkvyvv .. one must maintain that people on 

the whole are basically the same as 
they ever were or ever will be. 










oys 9 swimming heading into sectionals strongly 


By Brett Henry 

After losing a few early meets, the 
>oys’ swim team has come on 
itrong. It has won nine in a row to 
aise its record to 13-3 heading into 
he sectionals. 

Coach Bill Powell’s swimmers 
veren’t expected to do as well as last 
fear’s team. But hard work has led 
o everyone improving individually, 
vhich in turn has led to improved 
earn results. This improvement was 
fery evident in the last three meets, 
n which the Panthers defeated 
Vnderson, Lawrence North and Ben 
Davis. In addition, the team lost an 
extremely close meet to last year’s 
;tate champion Lake Central earlier 
n the season, which demonstrated 


its strength. 

Of the year, sophomore Greg Beck 
remarked, “We have improved a lot 
during the season. We are getting 
better as the season goes on and 
should have our best performances 
in the sectional and state meets.” 

The team competed in the sec¬ 
tional preliminaries last night and 
will continue with the finals tomor¬ 
row at the NC pool. The swimmers 
were expected to do extremely well 
in this meet, with them and Carmel 
fighting it out for champion. “It 
should be pretty close but we have a 
good chance of winning,” com¬ 
mented Beck. 

If the Panthers advance past sec¬ 


tionals as expected, they should fare 
extremely well in the state meet. 
They will probably face some stiff 
competition in Kokomo, Blooming¬ 
ton South, Anderson and Lake Cen¬ 
tral, but Beck says they have “a good 
chance to finish in the top five.” It 
should promise to be a very close 
meet, with a number of teams in 
contention. 

Leading the team into action this 
season were a number of seniors, 
including Randy Edwards, Rod 
Fasone, Brendon Buckley, Steve 
Harlis and Jason Patterson, the 
team’s number one diver and state 
hopeful. Also making significant 
contributions were sophomores Rob 


oys' basketball ranking highly 


By Steve Campbell 

The North Central Boys’ Basket¬ 
ball team is for real. North Central- 
ites have known that for a long time. 
But the Panther basketball players 
have long struggled for recognition 
on the county and the state. 

The 13-4 Panthers first received 
their deserved recognition for their 
near upset of then second-ranked 
Muncie Central earlier this season. 
But thye eyes of the state were on the 
N.C. gymnasium, deemed “The 
Panther Pit”, when the defending 
state champion Marion Giants came 
to clash with the Panthers. A near¬ 
capacity crowd saw the 19th-ranked 
Panthers literally stomp the 20th- 
ranked Giants by a score of 77-62. 
The Panthers were in total control of 


this game, which was never close. 
The Panthers jumped out to a nine to 
zero advantage and they never relin¬ 
quished the lead. 

N.C. was led in scoring by center 
Bill Gillis with 22 points, followed 
by four other Panthers who scored in 
double figures: Kevin Brown, 16; 
Tony Barbee, 15; John Carter, 12; 
and Aaron Shelby, 10. This big win 
over Marion gives North Central its 
second win out of three, in as many 
seasons. 

The Panthers take their 134 rec¬ 
ord into the last stretch of a so far 
extremely successful season. They 
have a home game tonight against 
Broad Ripple and a game on the road 
go to sectional competition at 


Hinkle Fieldhouse. The sectional 
tournament starts on March 1. The 
Panthers go into sectionals with a 
very good chance of advancing. The 
only four losses the Panthers have 
had are to the second and fourth 
ranked teams in the state and to the 
past two Marion County champions. 

In the past two years, North Cen¬ 
tral has advanced to the sectional 
championship, but has come out 
empty-handed first to Broad Ripple 
and the to Lawrence North. The 
Panthers hope to break that losing 
streak this year, and with the deep 
bench and the talented and experi¬ 
enced varsity squad that N.C. pos¬ 
sesses, they very well may do so. 


Wrestlers aiming for state meet 


By Patrick Mulury 

The North Central wrestling team, 
coming off strong second place 
showing in sectionals and regionals, 
is expected to do well in the state 
meet tomorrow. Coach Keith Far- 
rand, in his last year of coaching, ex¬ 
pects to qualify at least two wrestlers 
to the state meet, and possibly as 
many as five. 

Coach Farrand feels that the N.C. 
grapplers have a good chance in 
state competition. “Four wrestlers 
could win it (state) for us,” said 
Farrand in a recent interview. The 
team also did well in dual-meet com¬ 
petition, finishing the season with a 
11-3 record. Losses came to Warren 
Central, Ben Davis, and Decatur 
Central, but Coach Farrand says “we 
could’ve beaten both Ben Davis and 
Decatur Central. Both were matches 
that either team could have won, but 
they just came out on top.” 

The Panthers come out of regional 


competition with four individual 
regional champs and one runner-up. 
Jarrett Mixon, 112 pound weight 
class, took second in his weight 
class, with senior Son Ki Hong,l 19, 
junior Jon Kamara 125, and seniors 
John Ehrmann, 171, and Louis 
Craig, heavyweight, all winning in 
regionals. 

The team won’t loose all of its 
strength when the seniors graduate 
this spring. Coach Farrand has 
wrestled between five and seven 
underclassmen on varsity all year. 
This includes Mixom, Kamara, and 
sectional runners-up Brian Foy, 103, 
and Pete Dubish, 135, both sopho¬ 
mores. 

How the Panthers do in state will 
depend on individual efforts, but the 
team is who can bring a state cham¬ 
pionship to N.C. this year. Even 
without a state championship trophy 
brought home from Market Square 


Arena this weekend, the wrestlers 
have had a good season. 



Meadows, who just recently estab- This year’s boys’ swim 

lished a new school record in the 100 team,although not expected to du- 
breast stroke, and Jason Brooks and plicate last season, has come on to 
freshmen Andy Bledsoe and Jason make a name for itself. 

Yoder. 
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NC wrestler competes at Park 
sectionial. 

Photo by Hal Rodenberg 




North Central boys’ swim team member practices hard for 
sectional. 

Standing behind the Mike 
Tournament time nears 

By Mike Mattler 

In a state legendary for its love of basketball, excitement is high as the 
biggest event of the year is about to begin. To many in Indiana, the approach 
of March means one thing only- tournament time. The past two tournaments 
have been exercises in frustration for Coach Steve Coffman’s teams, but 
hopes are high that this year may have a happier ending. 

These optimistic thoughts are due mainly to the strong performances 
which the Panthers have consistently turned in this season. At press time, 
their record stood at 13-4 with three of the losses coming to teams ranked 
in the state’s top twenty, including a one point, double overtime loss to top 
ranked Muncie Central. It is also important to note the fact that the team has 
not been soundly beaten all season. Its biggest loss was by five points on the 
road to Number four Kokomo in the season opener. 

The regular season has put the Panthers in a number of pressure situations 
and has provided the young team with some much needed experience which 
will without doubt serve them well in the tournament. The starting five has 
developed into a well balanced unit. Any one of its members, if left alone, 
can beat an opposing team. This combination of inside power and deadly 
backcourt shooting will prove very difficult for tournament foes to defend. 

The strength of North Central’s team is the good news in this story. The 
bad news is that the Panthers find themselves in one of the state’s toughest 
sectionals to begin the tournament. Among the team’s possible opponents 
are City Tournament Champion Chatard, County Tournament Champion 
Lawrence North, and two other teams which have cracked the state’s Top 20 
this season, Cathedral and Broad Ripple. 

North Central has seen its last two seasons end at Hinkle Fieldhouse as 
sectional runner-up. There is little doubt that the talent is present on this 
year’s squad to make the third time a charm. The Panthers are hungry and 
will not go down without a fight. Thus, the stage is set for another highly 
exciting sectional. 
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Beth. Hugh, sings Jor 
"THE TIME OF OUR 
LIVES " 


David SFiuet gets into 

"PRimnvELy 

SPE^JCXNG." 


fienji Paife. ptays 
"SylTyW S^IJS" 


Jon Sweeney is 
"TARING XT FOR 
GR^NXTE" 






























































